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WEATHER

Temperatures were 3 to 25 degrees

below normal for two days in the middle

of the period; otherwise, temperatures

were warm, averaging 1 to 24 degrees

above normal. Rainfall, mostly during

midweek, averaged from 3/4 to 1-1/4

inches over the central, northeast and

east sections with lesser amounts else-

where.

GENERAL

Showers received over the State last

week improved surface moisture conditions

but were too late to improve crop condi-

tions in most instances. Wheat seedbed

preparation continues as rains received

improved conditions for seeding. Seeding

in the Panhandle is well underway while

the remainder of the State has been a

bit slower due to drier conditions.

Topsoil moisture supplies improved

from last week with the recent moisture

to short in 87% of the counties reporting

and adequate in 13%. Subsoil moisture

supplies remained about the same as last

week at 95% short and 5% adequate. A

year ago, topsoil moisture was short in

73% and subsoil short in 88%.

CROPS

Irrigated corn declined slightly last

week but continues to remain in mostly

good condltion across the State. Dryland

corn remained the same as last week, in

mostly poor condition statewide. Over 45%

of all corn is now mature. This compares

to 30% for normal and 35% for last year.

Corn harvested for grain has begun in

various parts of the State. Harvest norm-

ally begins in the latter portion of the

month. Silage harvest continues with good

progress across the State.

Sorghum and soybeans declined slightly

last week but still remain in mostly fair

condition statewide. Sorghum continues to

mature ahead of normal with over 40% of the

crop ripe to date compared to 20% for nor-

mal and 30% for a year ago. About 5% of

the sorghum has been harvested which is

ahead of normal and last year. A few

reports indicate some sorghum stalk break-

age due to the drouth conditions. Over

60% of the soybean leaves have turned to

date, the same as normal but behlnd a year

ago at 65%. About 30% of the soybean

plants have shed their leaves. This is

ahead of normal and last year at 20%.

Alfalfa and wild hay remain in mostly

poor to fair condition across the State.

The third cutting of alfalfa is now

practically complete.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies im-

proved last week and are now short in 86%

of the counties reporting. Supplemental

feeding of cattle on dry pastures is

increasing with some culling to reduce

the load on pastures.

Precipitation, April 1 - September i0, 1976

NW NC NE CEN EC SH SC SE

Total past week ........... i0 .60 .70 1.30 .50 .i0 1.20 .30

Total since April 1 ...... i0.i0 12.00 12.90 17.00 12.20 9.10 12.40 15.60

Normal since April 1 ..... 12.84 15.35 18.20 16.90 19.80 14.28 17.33 21.22
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